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What Is Civil Society?



“Civil Society” as a term of analysis

e The term has been used ¢ Itisaterm of

in different and sociological/political
sometimes analysis, such as the
contradictory ways over terms “government”
the centuries and “state,” and its

e One must be careful history helps us to
when using it to specify understand its

what one means significance



“Civil Society” Has a History

 Like many modern  But It adapted and
Institutions, It arose In evolved to new
the re-emerging urban conditions that
orders of Europe encouraged deliberation
« It drew on the tradition and voluntary
of democratic cooperation, which
government -- replaced tribalism,
government by the political tyranny, and
demos, that was absolutism

pioneered In Greece



“Civil Society” Has a History

 Civil societies are not

the natural or
equilibrium state of
mankind .

— That was one of the
many errors of the
Invasion of lrag — that all
that had to be done was
to remove an obstacle
and the country would
transform itself into
Oregon or Belgium.

e Civil socleties are

achievements and, while
they may be robust, they
are not infinitely so.

Civil societies need
constant renewal of their
Intellectual and moral
foundations.

Let’s start with a look
Into their origins of civil
societies, starting with
the 1dea of freedom.



Freedom in the Archaic World of the Mediterranean

But 1t is not so much the pain to come of the
Trojans that troubles me. . ...
as troubles me the thought of you, when some
bronze-armoured

Achaian leads you off, taking away your
day of liberty,.....

But may I be dead and the piled earth hide

me under before 1

hear you crying and know by this that they
drag you captive.
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Athens as the Cauldron: Strife
and the Kleisthenic Reforms

B [n 510 the Athenians

expelled the tyrant Hippias

with the help of the Spartans;

Isagoras the Athenian allied
with the Spartans and
expelled Kleisthenes, who
called upon the people to

rebel and expel the Spartans.

In 507 Kleisthenes was
elected to begin the
democratic reformation of

Athens.

m Kleisthenes instituted

® A council of 500, based
on

m 10 tribes, constituted by 30
ridings and 139 villages,
towns, and neighborhoods,
known as demes, or demoi.

m Each deme (demos) was
assigned to a tribe, with
1/3 from the plains of
Athens and environs, 1/3
from the mountains, and
1/3 from the coast

m [segoria — equal access to
speech — was guaranteed



The Kleisthenic Reforms vs.
Factional Domination

James Madison

Kleisthenes

“the CAUSES of faction cannot
be removed, and that relief 1s only
to be sought in the means of
controlling its EFFECTS.” ... “By
what means is this object
attainable? Evidently by one of two
only. Either the existence of the
same passion or interest in a
majority at the same time must be
prevented, or the majority, having
such coexistent passion or interest,
must be rendered, by their number
and local situation, unable to
concert and carry into effect
schemes of oppression.”

®  James Madison



Key Greek Concepts that Prepared
the Way for Equal Liberty

B [sonomia — equal laws, ™ Democratic values were

equality before the law, undetgirded by eguality,
the rule of law but for the idea of a
. soctety of free and equal
m Isegoria - equal people, the Greeks had to
speech, freedom of face a challenge from
speech outside the wotld of the

Greek polities: the

B [sokratia — equal
Persian Empire.

power, one man (as in
male), one vote



Greek Freedom Against the
Persian Invasions of Greece

m First Invasion — under L
Darius — and Battle of [ “.. .
Marathon, 490 B.C.E. ] *“ K

B Second Invasion — under §i§ l o1
Xerxes — and Battles of
Thermopylae and
Salamis, 480 B.C.E., and
Plataea and Mycale, 479
B.C.E.
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® In promoting Athens = In the Play “The

. s :
1s a2 haval power, Persians,” the Persian

Themistocles raised RS St
SEVEN AGAINST THEBES : Greeks,

SUPPLIANTS

the lmportance Of the | PROMETHEUS BOUND

queen asks of the

B “Who commands them?
Who is shepherd of their
host?”

| = To which the Chorus of
Persian Elderss

thetes — the menials,
who were rowers in

the Athenian navy;
® One who fought at

responds,
Marathon and m “They are slaves to none,
pOSSibly also at nor are they subject.”

Salamis was
Aeschylus






The Republic Destroyed: Suicide of
Cato the Younger, Last Free and
Independent Man in Rome

46 B.C.E., after his defeat 1 @
by Julius Caesar at the Mo |
Battle of Thapsus, Cato
commits suicide and
becomes an Inspiration to
defenders of republican
Ideas based on
consultation and the rule
of law







And In Europe was replaced by other military,
political, and legal institutions

* Feudalism was Primarily
a System of Military
Defense

* |n Creation of
Decentralized Systems
of Defense, It Created
New Kinds of Property
Relations







The Pax et Treuga Deli (Gottesfrieden) &
Constitutio Pacis (Landfrieden) Movements
Reduced Violence

* The Church, which is The German Emperors
becoming more and seek to strengthen the
MOre Prosperous, Peace of God and to

organized peace

reduce violence
movements across :
Europe Emperor Henry IV In 1103

. Priests and Bishobps established the First

organize the population ~ Imperial Peace of Mainz
to take public oaths not  to reinforce the Mainz

to fight or engage in Peace and Truce of God of
violence 1085




The Gregorian Reformation — “Freedom of the

Church” - Distinguished the Church from the State

1073 — The German
monk Hildebrand
becomes Pope
Gregory VII

* 1075 -- Gregory Issues
Dictates of the Pope

* 1077 — Emperor Henry
IV asks forgiveness at
Canossa
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Governance was provided by associations of

craftsmen and merchants

* The medieval communes
provided security, peace,
and public goods, often
through associations of
guilds

 “The burghers were
essentially a group of
homines pacis—men of
peace.”

— Medieval Cities: Their Origins
and the Revival of Trade, Henri
Pirenne







Emergence of Civil Society

Latin — Civitas — gives us “civil,” as in a mode of behavior

German — Burg — gives us Canterbury, Pittsburgh,
Hillsborough, bargerlich (German), “bourgeois” (thanks to
the French appropriation of blrgerlich), and the “House of
Burgesses”

“The expression burgenses was at first used only if the city
was not a civitas, and civitas was at first only the old

episcopal seat (‘Bischofsstadt’).”

— Hans Planitz, Die Deutsche Stadt im Mittelalter: Von der Romerzeit bis zu den
Zinftkampfen

« Burgensis and burgerlich enter English via French as
“bourgeois.”



“The crucial point about
both guilds and communes

_GU][D & was that here individuation
S’IME and association went hand

amrenmiamenmnne |10 NAND. ONe achieved
g et | iberty by belonging to this
Tp 4 s kind of group. Citizens,
- % #_ | merchants, and artisans
pursued their own
Nonakwe ] | Individual goals by banding
b together under oath.”

With a new introduction by the author

---Antony Black,



Civil Societies Distinguished from
Slave, Feudal, and Totalitarian Orders

* Rather than distinguishing “civil” parts of
society or of a social order from “uncivil”
parts, the term civil society distinguished civil
societies from other forms of human
assoclation, such as relationships based on
caste, slavery, feudalism, or — in the modern
age -- totalitarianism.

 The rights of burghers/citizens that made
possible such a society came to be known as
civil rights — the rights needed to live in a civil
society.



The rule of law — of procedures and
not commands — Is central to a civil

soclety
we ° ‘‘Government (to define it de

THE

Common-Wealth

R B jure oraccording to ancient
SR  prudence) is an art whereby a
-  ClVil society of men is

Fabusla warrdesri—— Hor.

Instituted and preserved upon
~the foundation of common
el [Ight or interest, or (to follow

wan, and are to be fold ‘athis Shop at
the (rowr in' opes-Head-Aley,

IR  Aristotle and Livy) It is the
~— empire of laws and not of
men.”
— James Harrington




Civil Society Means Pluralistic and
Peaceful Living Together

* “[t]he only way whereby any one

TR EAT I SES | divests himself of his Natural
| Liberty, and puts on the bonds of
®°2€w | Civil Society is by agreeing with
I The s Princie and Kt | other Men to joyn and unite into a
% g?;gf‘jy;:gm | Community, for their
Detriten 20d Dicrttenn. || - B comfortable, safe, and peaceable
o QA i living one amongst another, in a
. ESSAY secure Enjoyment of their
rue Original , Extent, and End . -
Tt 0 Properties, and a greater Security
Civil Government.. : : ’
———m against any that are not of it....
e s e — John Locke

Coracry 1690,




Civil Societies Embrace Both Freedom
and Law

e “|T]he end of law is not to abolish or restrain, but to
preserve and enlarge Freedom: where there is no Law,
there is no Freedom. For Liberty is to be free from
restraint and violence from others which cannot be, where
there i1s no Law: But Freedom is not, as we are told, A
Liberty for every Man to do what he lists: (For who could
be free, when every other Man’s Humour might domineer
over him?) But a Liberty to dispose, and order, as he lists,
his Person, Actions, Possessions, and his whole Property,
within the Allowance of those Laws under which he is; and
therein not to be subject to the arbitrary Will of another,
but freely follow his own.”



Relations of Civil Soclety to the State

e The Officersofthe  * The Members of

State are Limited in Civil Society have

their Functions and Unenumerated

have only Rights

Enumerated Powers — Example: U.S.

— Example: U.S. Bill of Rights,
Bill of Rights, Amendment Nine

Amendment Ten



Civil Society and Individual Identity

1. In a Feudal Order, the Individual is Situated within a Pyramid of
Powers and Rights;

* 2.In a Collectivist Order, the Group Seeks to Absorbed the Individual
and focus Loyalty on Party, State, Nation, Class, or Race;

e 3.Ina Civil Society, the Individual is a Member of Many Groups, which
intersect and overlap, and none of which Absorbs Anyone Completely



Relations Among Individuals and Groups
In Civil Society Are Like IKEA Furniture

Ernest Gellner

“There are firms which produce,
advertise, and market modular furniture.
The point about such furniture is that it
comes in bits which are agglutinative:
you can buy one bit which will function
on its own, but when your needs,
income or space available augment, you
can buy another bit. It will fit in with
the one acquired previously, and the
whole thing will still have a coherence,
aesthetically and technically. You can
combine and recombine the bits at will. .
..What genuine Civil Society really
requires is not modular furniture, but
modular man.”

— Ernest Gellner, Conditions
of Liberty: Civil Society
and its Rivals



In Civil Societies, Identities
Are Complex

* Individuals Can Form

Their Own ldentities
— ldentity is partly given,
but also partly created
« Through Association
« Through Experience
« Through Fashion
« Through Education
« Through Religion

- Through Histories and O e 5 Rl
Choices ‘@




Differences in Diverse Civil Societies Are
Negotiated through Rule-Governed Civil
Interaction, Not through Violence

e Civil Interaction
Includes:

— Discussion
— Debate

— EXxchange
— Persuasion

And that i1s what we are here to make possible: Civil Interaction




Civil Societies Both

&

Depend on the
maintenance of civil
discourse

Promote civil
discourse

That’s why we're here today



