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Promote Critical Thinking 
and 

Engaging Classroom Discussion



“In 7th grade, my U.S. history teacher 
gave us the following advice:

Your teachers in high school won’t expect you to 
remember every little fact. What they will expect is 
for you to be able to think; to know how to make 
connections between ideas and evaluate 
information critically.

I didn’t realize it at the time, but my teacher was 
giving a concise summary of critical thinking.”

https://collegeinfogeek.com/improve-critical-thinking-skills/







Critical Thinking 

Critical thinking is the analysis of facts to form 
a judgment.  

The subject is complex, and several different 
definitions exist, which generally include the 
rational, skeptical, unbiased analysis, or 
evaluation of factual evidence.

What is

?



Edward de Bono wrote:

“Many highly intelligent people are caught in 
the intelligence trap: they take a position on a 
subject and then they use their thinking skill 
solely to support that position.

The more able they are to support the position, 
the less do they see any need actually to 
explore the subject: so they become trapped 
into one point of view.”



Critical Thinking 



Critical Thinking 

• Intentions vs Outcomes

• Intended and Unintended Consequences



Stossel in the Classroom
SITC helps teachers promote critical thinking in 
their classrooms.

Our videos and educational materials have 
inspired millions of students to expand their 
understanding of free markets, government, 
and life.



Engaging Classroom Discussion

Some of the many strategies….

• Socratic Seminar – open-ended questions that 

encourage students to think critically 

• Think, Pair, Share

• Pyramid Discussion – T/P/S gradually adding pairs

• Accountable Talk  - summarize, clarify, express

• Debates – students take contrary positions

• Jigsaw





Video Library

Over 300 videos, including Stossel, Federalist 
Society, FEE, IJ, izzit, Learn Liberty, Mercatus, 
and Reason to provide teachers with a “best 

in class” experience.

And we take suggestions!
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Teacher’s Guides

• Lesson Description

• Concepts/Key Terms

• Objectives

• Preview Activity

• Viewing Guide

• Discussion & Analysis Qs

• Key Lines from Video

• Quotations

• Activities

• Worksheets (Graphic 
Organizers, KWLs, PMIs, Cloze 
Readings)































Quizzes • Five-question, multiple-choice quizzes



contests

We have prizes for teachers, too!



Free DVDs         Teacher’s Guides
John’s Columns     Standards Tool

Additional Resources



Some SITC Links
Students Discuss SITC:
• https://stosselintheclassroom.org/2019/01/10/sitc-

impact/

Teacher Registration:
• https://stosselintheclassroom.org/user-registration/

Both Sides Video Pairings:
• https://stosselintheclassroom.org/both-sides/

Video Library:
• https://stosselintheclassroom.org/video-library/

https://stosselintheclassroom.org/2019/01/10/sitc-impact
https://stosselintheclassroom.org/user-registration/
https://stosselintheclassroom.org/both-sides
https://stosselintheclassroom.org/video-library


Our work is never done!

SITC 
• Teacher Guides

• Quizzes

• Both Sides Pairings

• Video Recommendations for SITC

• Recommendations for New Stossel Videos

Want to help?



Thanks to each of you
for participating

and

Thanks to Cato
for the opportunity to showcase SITC!



Thanks!
Questions? Suggestions?

Rob Schimenz

Rob@SITC.org


