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GunS have pLaYed 
an imPorTanT but 
comPlex role in 
American hisTory,
culTure, anD law.

On tHe one hanD, AmericanS 
won tHeIr inDepenDenCe, enDed 

sLavery, anD helPed defeAt 
Nazi GerMany witH gunS.

But on tHe otHer hanD, we 
alSo have some of tHe 

higHesT rates of murDer, 
viOlenT cRime, anD suIcide 
in tHe developed worLd—

GunS have beEn 
used to…

—anD gunS pLaY 
a role in alL of 
tHose pRobLemS.

figHt warS

hunT for 
foOd anD sPorT

exPlore
fRonTiErS

comMit 
cRimes

anD pRevenT
cRimes.

asSasSinate
pResidenTs
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America is one of 
tHe onLy coUnTriEs 
wHere tHe rigHt to 

owN a gun is exPlicitLy
pRotecTed by law.

AfTer 200 yEarS of silenCe, 
tHe SupReme CoUrT helD in 2008 

tHat tHe SeconD AmenDmenT 
pRotecTs tHe rigHt to owN a 

gun at home for selF-defenSe.

PeOpLe disagReE
over tHe meAninG of 

tHe SeconD AmenDmenT.

The SeconD AmenDmenT 
to tHe U.S. ConStitutiOn 

pRovides tHat:

Some saY 
it pRotecTs 
an inDividuAl 
rigHt to owN 

a gun—

—wHile otHerS 
cLaIm it’s onLy 
aboUt acTuAl 
goverNmenT

militiAs.

SCOTUSbug
@SCOTUSbug
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The Court has issued its opinion in DC v. Heller—it holds that DC’s gun ban is 
unconstitutional and violates people’s Second Amendment right to keep guns 
at home for self-defense.
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This guY: ZacKeY Rahimi.

*ExCepT police, wHose posSesSiOn of duty 
weAponS is exemPt fRom tHat pRohibitiOn.

But HelLer  lefT open many otHer quEsTiOnS, sucH as tHe sTatus of conCeAled carRy, tHe 
legality of asSaUlT rifles anD red-flag lawS, anD wHetHer cerTaIn categoriEs of peOpLe like 
ilLegal dRug userS anD conVicTed felonS can be sTripPed of tHeIr SeconD AmenDmenT rigHtS.

AnotHer gRoUp pRohibited 
fRom owNinG gunS unDer 
federal law is anyOne 
subJecT to a domesTic 
viOlenCe resTraIninG 

orDer (DvRO).*

Rahimi has a hisTory of 
viOlenCe, inCludinG sHoOtinG 

gunS at peOpLe anD inTo tHe aIr 
at a hamBurGer dRive-tHroUgH.

Rahimi alSo comMitTed domesTic viOlenCe, asSaUlTinG 
tHe motHer of his son in a parKinG lot anD 

sHoOtinG at a bysTanDer wHo tRiEd to inTerVene.
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Rahimi’s ex apPliEd
for a domesTic

viOlenCe resTraIninG
orDer, wHicH

Rahimi agReEd to.

This made it 
ilLegal for 

Rahimi to posSesS 
fireArMs. 

While serVinG a warRanT for otHer cRimes, 
police caUgHt Rahimi witH several fireArMs 

tHat tHe DvRO made ilLegal for him to 
posSesS unDer federal law.

TheY arResTed Rahimi anD 
turNed him over to tHe BureAu

of AlCohol, TobacCo, 
FireArMs anD ExPlosives.

Rahimi was conVicTed in 
federal coUrT of posSesSinG 
gunS wHile subJecT to a DvRO.

He was 
supPosed to 
get rid of 
tHem alL—

—But he 
didN’t.
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On apPeAl, Rahimi’s pubLic defenDer 
arGuEd tHat tHe DvRO law viOlates tHe 
SeconD AmenDmenT becaUse peOpLe 
were not generalLy disarMed for 
domesTic viOlenCe in eArLy America. 

The apPelLate coUrT 
agReEd anD decLared 

tHe law unConStitutiOnal.

The goverNmenT apPeAled 
tHat decisiOn to tHe U.S. 

SupReme CoUrT anD urGed 
tHe jusTices to bRoAdLy 

upHolD tHe goverNmenT’s 
power to disarM anyOne it 

deEmed “irResPonSibLe.”

But tHe jusTices focused 
on Rahimi himSelF. 

UnSurPrisinGly, tHe SupReme 
CoUrT upHelD Rahimi’s conVicTiOn anD 

affirMed tHe goverNmenT’s power to 
disarM peOpLe wHo, like him, had beEn 

foUnD by a judGe to be danGeroUs.
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—but tHeY disagReEd amonG tHemSelVes 
aboUt tHe pRoper waY to analyze tHis 
anD otHer SeconD AmenDmenT cases.

The disagReEmenT cenTered on wHat role hisTory sHoUlD pLaY 
in inTerPretinG tHe meAninG anD sCope of tHe SeconD AmenDmenT.

The jusTices were 
parTicularLy conCerNed 

aboUt givinG weIgHt 
to America’s 

“hisTorical tRaditiOn” 
of gun owNerShip—

—wHile not letTinG 
tHe law become 

“tRapPed in amBer”—

StaY tuned…

—anD tHus 
unResPonSive 
to uniquEly 

moderN risKs 
anD conCerNs.

hamilTonburR

The majority foUnD 
tHat a paIr of cenTuriEs-
olD lawS enabLinG tHe 

goverNmenT to temPorarily 
disarM some danGeroUs 

peOpLe anD requIre 
otHerS to posT a bonD 

were sufficiEnTly analogoUs 
to defeAt Rahimi’s 

conStitutiOnal cHalLenGe. 
JusTice Thomas disSenTed.

EigHt of tHe nine jusTices agReEd tHat tHe gun-disPosSesSiOn 
law was conStitutiOnal as apPliEd to ZacKeY Rahimi—
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