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PERSONAL INFORMATION
Citizenship: USA Born: St. Paul, Minnesota
Marital Status: Married, three children

EDUCATION

A.B., 1960 University of Chicago
M.A., 1963 UCLA, Political Science
Ph.D., 1965 UCLA, Political Science
USPHS Fellow, 1962-1965

M.A. THESIS
The Politics of Fluoridation in Seven California Cities
Related working documents on pdf: Long Beach Los Banos Pomona Palo Alto

Ph.D. DISSERTATION
Reason and Caprice: Ballot Patterns in California

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Foreign and defense policy, international relations, dance as an art form, public opinion,
the war in Vietnam, dance history and film, choreography of Fred Astaire, perspectives
on war and peace, change in post-Communist countries, terrorism, counterterrorism

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY

1965-69 Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Rochester

1969-72 Associate Professor of Political Science, University of Rochester

1972-2000 Professor of Political Science, University of Rochester

1983-2000 Professor of Film Studies, University of Rochester

February-June 1994 Visiting Professor, Institute of International Relations, Comenius
University, Bratislava, Slovakia

January 1997 Distinguished Visiting Professor, University of Alberta

February-March 1997 Guest Scholar, Brookings Institution, Washington, DC

April-May 1997 Visiting Fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford University

2000-2011 Woody Hayes Chair of National Security Studies, Mershon Center for
International Security Studies, and Professor of Political Science, Ohio State
University

2000- Courtesy faculty appointment, Department of Dance, Ohio State University

February-June 2001 Senior Guest Researcher, Norwegian Nobel Institute, Oslo, Norway

2011-14 Ralph D. Mershon Senior Research Scientist, Mershon Center for International
Security Studies, and Adjunct Professor, Department of Political Science, Ohio
State University

2014-20 Woody Hayes Senior Research Scientist, Mershon Center for International
Security Studies, and Adjunct Professor, Department of Political Science, Ohio
State University

2011- Cato Senior Fellow, Cato Institute, Washington, DC

2021- Professor Emeritus, Department of Political Science, Ohio State University
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BOOKS

The Stupidity of War: American Foreign Policy and the Case for Complacency. New
York: Cambridge University Press, 2021. information about this book

(ed.) Terrorism Since 9/11: The American Cases (Mershon Center for International
Security Studies, November 2020, 1084 pages). A web book consisting of case studies of
Islamist extremist terrorism written by Ohio State University Honors students and by
Cato Institute interns, each introduced and edited by John Mueller. Previous editions:
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019. information about this book

(with Mark G. Stewart) Are We Safe Enough? Measuring and Assessing Aviation
Security (Amsterdam: Elsevier, 2018). information about this book

(with Mark G. Stewart) Chasing Ghosts: The Policing of Terrorism (New Y ork: Oxford
University Press 2016). An expansion of the approach in Terrorism, Security, and Money
to deal with risk aversion and with the cost-effectiveness of policing and intelligence
counterterrorism measures. information about this book

Edited with Christopher A. Preble, A Dangerous World? Threat Perception and U.S.
National Security (Washington, DC: Cato Institute, 2014). information

(with Mark G. Stewart) Terror, Security, and Money: Balancing the Risks, Benefits, and
Costs of Homeland Security (New York: Oxford University Press, 2011). information and
website about this book

War and Ideas: Selected Essays (New York and London: Routledge, 2011). information
and website about this book

Atomic Obsession: Nuclear Alarmism from Hiroshima to Al-Qaeda (New Y ork: Oxford
University Press, 2010). information and website about this book publisher information

Overblown: How Politicians and the Terrorism Industry Inflate National Security
Threats, and Why We Believe Them (New York: Free Press, 2006). information and
website about this book as featured on CNN’s Smerconish, July 18, 2015: html

The Remnants of War (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2004; paperback edition
with a new preface, 2007). Chinese translation, 2011. Received the Joseph Lepgold Prize
for the best book on international relations in 2004, awarded by Georgetown University.
publisher information Russian language edition, 2023, Moscow: Literary Observer
Publishing House

(ed.), Peace, Prosperity, and Politics (New York: Westview, 2000).
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Capitalism, Democracy, and Ralph’s Pretty Good Grocery (Princeton, NJ: Princeton

University Press, 1999). Ukrainian translation, 2003; Russian translation by Olimp-

Biznes, Moscow, 2006. publisher information

Related paper: “The Role of Business Virtue in Economic Development: Six Propositions
Provoked in Part by P.T. Barnum” pdf

(ed. with Randall L. Calvert and Rick K. Wilson), William H. Riker, The Strategy of
Rhetoric: Campaigning for the American Constitution (New Haven, CT: Yale University
Press, 1996).

Quiet Cataclysm: Reflections on the Recent Transformation of World Politics (New
York: HarperCollins, 1995). available in 2009 reprint

Policy and Opinion in the Gulf War (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1994). publisher information

(ed. with Richard G. Niemi and Tom W. Smith) Trends in Public Opinion: A
Compendium of Survey Data (Westport, CT: Greenwood, 1989).

Retreat from Doomsday: The Obsolescence of Major War (New York: Basic Books,
1989). available in updated 2009 reprint

Astaire Dancing: The Musical Films (New York: Knopf, 1985). Received the de la Torre
Bueno Prize, presented by Dance Perspectives Foundation, for “the most distinguished
book-length manuscript in the field of dance,” 1983. Improved and expanded reprint
edition, 2010 information about the 2010 reprint

Dance Film Directory: An Annotated and Evaluative Guide to Films on Ballet and
Modern Dance (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton Book Co., 1979).

Films on Ballet and Modern Dance: Notes and a Directory (New York: American Dance
Guild, 1974). Includes extensive analysis of Humphrey’s “Passacaglia” and Graham’s
“Night Journey”—available through Notes on Dance Films html

War, Presidents and Public Opinion (New York: Wiley, 1973). Selected as one of the
“Fifty Books That Significantly Shaped Public Opinion Research, 1946-1995” by the
American Association for Public Opinion Research, Public Opinion Quarterly, Fall 1995.
Recipient of the first Warren J. Mitofsky Award for Excellence in Public Opinion
Research presented by the Roper Center for Public Opinion Research, November 8, 2007.
Awarded the Philip E. Converse Book Award of the American Political Science
Association, August 30, 2013. available in a 2009 reprint

(ed.) Approaches to Measurement in International Relations: A Non-Evangelical Survey
(New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1969).
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MONOGRAPHS

Public Opinion on War and Terror: Manipulated or Manipulating? White Paper, Cato
Institute, Washington, DC, August 10, 2021 html pdfl
https://doi.org/10.36009/WP.20210810. Related blog by John Glaser

China: Rise or Demise?” Policy Analysis no. 917, Cato Institute, Washington, DC, May
18,2021 html pdfl pdf2 https://doi.org/10.36009/PA.917

Nuclear Anti-Proliferation Policy and the Korea Conundrum: Some Policy Proposals,
Policy Analysis No. 893, Cato Institute, Washington, DC, June 22, 2020 html pdfl pdf2

Assessing International Threats During and After the Cold War, Study, Cato Institute,
Washington, DC, May 6, 2020 html

(with John Glaser) Overcoming Inertia: Why It’s Time to End the War in Afghanistan,
Policy Analysis No. 878, Cato Institute, Washington, DC, August 13, 2019 html pdfl
pdf2 related blog by John Glaser

(with Amy Belasco, Mackenzie Eaglen, Luke Hartig, Tina Jonas, Mike McCord),
Stimson Study Group on Counterterrorism Spending, Counterterrorism Spending:
Protecting America While Promoting Efficiencies and Accountability, Washington, DC,
Stimson Center Report, May 16, 2018 html pdfl pdf2

Stimson Center launch of the Study Group Report, “U.S. Counterterrorism Spending
Since 9/11,” May 16, 2018 link to video

Commentary on the Stimson Center Report by Alexander Nowrasteh, May 25, 2018 html

(with Mark G. Stewart), Public Opinion and Counterterrorism Policy, Washington, DC:
White Paper, Cato Institute, Washington, DC, February 20, 2018. html pdfl pdf2

(with Mark G. Stewart) Responsible Counterterrorism Policy, Policy Analysis No. 755,
Cato Institute, Washington, DC, September 10, 2014 pdf

Deterrence, Numbers and History (Los Angeles: University of California, Security
Studies Project, 1968)

Canada as a Non-Nuclear Power (Los Angeles: University of California, National
Security Studies Program, June 1963) pdf
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SELECTED VIDEO, AUDIO, PODCAST

April 25, 2023: Record interview with Nick Danforth for War on the Rocks podcast on
my article War Is On the Rocks which was published before Russia’s Ukraine invasion.

Discussion of The Stupidity of War: American Foreign Policy and the Case for
Complacency, airs on KKFI Community Radio’s A/l Souls Unitarian Universalist
Forum, March 26, 2023 video

Talk for Michael Ard of Johns Hopkins University on “Challenging Conventional
Wisdom” for his “Inside Intelligence” series, January 11, 2023 video

Background Briefing with Ian Masters, KPFK, Los Angeles, November 29, 2022 audio

Background Briefing with Ian Masters, KPFK, Los Angeles, August 8, 2022 audiol
audio2 facebook audio

Interview on The Stupidity of War, recorded May 14, 2022 with Chris Kaufman on
“Ideas Having Sex,” posted July 4, 2022 Apple Spotify audio

Podcast: John Mueller on Putin’s War: Russia, Ukraine, and NATO, The Michael
Shermer Show, Episode # 252, recorded March 5, 2022, posted March 8, 2022 audio and
video

Diplomacy Festival, Rome, Italy, October 22, 2021, “Afghanistan: The Stupidity of War
and the return of Great Powers” video full Festival program

Book Talk: John Mueller, “The Stupidity of War: American Foreign Policy and the Case
for Complacency,” David’s Politics Show, June 11, 2021 audio

“An Object in Time — The Pistol,” The History Listen with Kirsty Melville, Radio
National, Australian Broadcasting Company, May 11, 2021 html to audio

Podcast interview on “The Stupidity of War” with Michael Hanania, Center for the Study
of Partisanship and Ideology, recorded April 9, 2021, posted April 25, 2021, link to audio

Cato Book Forum on “The Stupidity of War” on video with comments by Christopher
Fettweis and Martha Crenshaw and moderated by Brandon Valeriano, recorded on April
22,2021, noon to 1: html facebook

Interview with video on Skeptic: The Michael Shermer Show, recorded March 29, 2021,
109 minutes: audio and video

Cato Daily Podcast interview with Caleb O. Brown, recorded March 8§, 2021, posted
March 18, 2021, 23 minutes: audio
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Cato Power Problems Podcast, Interview with John Glaser, recorded February 23, 2021,
posted March 9, 2021, 40 minutes: audio

Interview with video with T.V. Paul on The Stupidity of War, Conversations on Peaceful
Change, a series of interviews initiated by the Global Research Network on Peaceful
Change (GRENPEC), youtube, June 2020, 37 minutes: video

“Nuclear Parity...?” Interview by Oksana Boyko on WorldsApaRT, RT, February 28,
2019: video

Podcast, Terrorism 360: “Are We Spending Too Much on Counterterrorism,” recorded
for the University of Maryland, May 10, 2018, posted October 23, 2018 link

“Public Opinion and Counterterrorism Policy,” Cato podcast recorded April 9, 2018,
posted April 13, 2018: link to audio

“The Dangers of Alarmism,” PRIO Annual Peace Address, delivered at PRIO (Peace
Research Institute Oslo), Oslo, Norway, September 1, 2015. text of the paper on which
the address was based, published September 2, 2015 video of address

Empire Lecture, “Assessing the Historical Movement of Ideas,” Midwest Political
Science Association Convention, Chicago, April 3, 2014: video

Appearance on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, Halloween 2006: html
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PUBLICATIONS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE: ARTICLES, SELECTED PAPERS

(with Mark G. Stewart) “Evaluating the Cost-Benefit Effectiveness of Measures to
Counter Domestic Terrorism,” Handbook on the Economics of Terror, Atin
Basuchoudhary and Guenther Schulze (eds.) (Cambridge University Press, forthcoming).

“Examining Islamist Extremist Terrorism in the United States Since 9/11,” in Martine E.
Evans and Stephen Morewitz, editors, Understanding Terrorism: Multidisciplinary
approaches and case studies (Springer, forthcoming).

“The threat of terrorism is overblown and more manageable than suspected,” in Stuart
Gottlieb, ed., Debating Terrorism and Counterterrorism: Conflicting Perspectives on
Causes, Contexts, and Responses, 3" edition (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield,
forthcoming).

“The Risk of Nuclear Terrorism,” in Christopher Hobbs, Sukesh Aghara, and Sarah
Tzinieris, (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Nuclear Security, Oxford University Press,
2023, 55-67. Posted online July 2023. doi pdf

“The Case Against Containment: The Strategy Didn’t Win the Cold War—and It Won’t
Defeat China,” foreignaffairs.com, September 21, 2023 htmll with paywall html2 pdf
longer final draft before editing, including footnotes

Contributor (via Zoom) to the Workshop on US Global Leadership, Scowcroft Center for
Strategy and Security of the Atlantic Council, September 14, 2023

U.S. Military Strategy Since Vietnam: The 9/11 Wars as Aberrations, Journal of Global
Strategic Studies 3 no. 1, June 2023, 1-14 html pdf

Russian Public Opinion on the Ukraine War: Perspectives from the American
Experience, Cato at Liberty blog, May 26, 2022 html pdf

Can Putin Survive a Settlement of the War in Ukraine? There is a serious possibility
that Putin will remain in office during any settlement period over the war and that he
will still be there afterward. Cato at Liberty blog, May 26, 2022 html

Contributor to Foreign affairs symposium on multipolarity: “Did the Unipolar Moment
Ever End? Debate statement: The global distribution of power today is closer to being
unipolar than it is to being bipolar or multipolar,” Foreign Affairs Asks the Experts, May
23,2023 html

“Public Opinion as a Driver of the National Security State,” paper presented at the
conference, “The National Security State: Institutional Causes and Consequences,”
Program on the Foundations of the Market Economy, New York University Organized by
Mario Rizzo, David Harper, and Nathan P. Goodman, April 27-28, 2023 revised version
of July 30, 2023 in pdf
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Contributor to Symposium: “Aside from Bush & Cheney who is at fault for the Iraq War? We
asked a range of historians, journalists and authors — who was the most underrated
player in this debacle and why?” responsiblestatecraft.org, March 20, 2023 html

“The Iraq War, 20 Years Later,” Cato at Liberty blog, March 6, 2023 html
“Is China Mellowing?” Cato at Liberty blog, February 2, 2023 html

Contribution to “Will Ukraine Wind Up Making Territorial Concessions to Russia?
Foreign Affairs Asks the Experts,” foreignaffairs.com, January 24, 2023 html

“The Past, Present, and Future of ‘By, With, and Through’: Will a U.S. military strategy
deployed against ISIS work against nation-states?”” nationalinterest.org, January 21,
2023 htmll html2

“Playing the Long Game in U.S.-China Relations,” Cato at Liberty blog, January 9,
2023 html

Contribution to “Should the United States Pledge to Defend Taiwan?” Foreign
Affairs Asks the Experts,” foreignaffairs.com, November 15, 2022 html

“Countering Terrorism in the United States” in Cato Handbook for Policymakers, 9"
edition (Washington, DC: Cato Institute, 2022) html pdf

“Nuclear Proliferation” in Cato Handbook for Policymakers, 9 edition (Washington,
DC: Cato Institute, 2022) html pdf

“Why Putin May Endure: Powerful Leaders Have Often Withstood Staggering Defeats,”
foreignaffairs.com, November 29, 2022 html1(with paywall) html2 pdf

“The United States Does Not Need to Contain China.” Napoleon once said, “Never
interrupt your enemy when he’s making a mistake.” While it is not clear that China
should be considered an “enemy,” the basic sentiment does otherwise seem to apply in
this case. nationalinterest.org, November 25, 2022 htmll htmI2 pdf

“The Killing of al-Zawahri, Little More Than a ‘Symbolic Victory’: To defend against
an enemy, or monster, that scarcely existed, the United States has waged wars in the
Middle East that have cost trillions of dollars and led to the deaths of hundreds of
thousands while erecting a massive security apparatus at home,” Cato at Liberty blog,
August 2, 2022 html

“The Upside of Putin’s Delusions: Moscow’s Disastrous Invasion of Ukraine Will
Reinforce the Norm Against War,” foreignaffairs.com, August 2, 2022 htmll with
paywall html2 pdf longer final draft before editing, including footnotes
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