
“Economicsand epistemologyare fundamentally interrelated, sinceboth
are concerned with increase ofwealth and governed by many ofthe same
principles. Indeed, the theory of knowledge is a branch of economics.”
So says William Bartley in the Introduction to Unfathomed Knowledge,
Unmeasured Wealth. The idea thus expressed has rich implications,
explanatory power, and problem-solving potential.
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of the information available.”
ForBartley, as for Popper, knowledge, though the product of individu.

als, becomes independent of and beyond the control of individual human
knowers. Marx once complained that “our product ... outgrows oui
control, crosses our expectations and nullifies our calculations.” Bartley
responds that this is inevitably so, and not just for discrete physical



Kuhn, a historian of science whose work has been extremely popular
among professional academics since its publication almost30 years ago,
and the non-market status quo existing within universities today.

Bartley thus wants Kuhnianism, at least in the inappropriate normative
function it has taken on, to be displaced so that the work of reforming
our educational and research institutions in the direction ofa competitive



ing criticism. He asks urgently for the development of a constitutiol
of learning that upholds and promotes free inquiry. Such institutioni
arrangements would produce consequencesprofoundly favorablefor th
creation of a free and open society.

To summarize, Unfathomed Knowledge, Unmeasured Wealth deve]
rainiserits.


