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Policy Analysis

HOMESCHOOLING
Back to the Future?

by Isabdl Lyman

Executi ve Summary

The victory of honeschool ed 13-year-old Rebecca Seal fon
in the 1997 National Spelling Bee brought new attention to
t he grow ng phenonenon of honeschooling. Dissatisfied with
t he performance of government-run schools, nore and nore
Anerican famlies have begun teaching their children at hone.
Estimates of the nunber of honeschool ed children vary w dely;
t he best estimate is 500,000 to 750, 000, but sone estimates
range up to 1.23 mllion. Al observers agree that the
nunber has grown rapidly over the past 15 years.

There are two historical strains of honeschooling, a
religious-right thread inspired by author Raynond Mbore and a
countercul tural-left thread inspired by John Holt. Their
differences illustrate the various concerns that cause people
to choose honeschool i ng: some want religious values in educa-
tion, sone worry about the crine and |lack of discipline in
t he governnment schools, sone object to the conformty and
bureaucracy in the schools, others are concerned with the
declining quality of education, and still others just feel
that children are best educated by their parents.

A recent boomin the nunber of honeschool ed students
W nni ng adm ssion to sel ective coll eges denonstrates both the
grow h and the effectiveness of honeschooling. The |esson
for educational reforners is that homeschooling, wth m nimnal
government interference, has produced literate students at a
fraction of the cost of any governnent program Honeschool -
ing has been |l argely deregul ated, but further deregulation
woul d make parents' task easier

| sabel Lyman is codirector of Harkness Road H gh School in
Amher st, Massachusetts, and a | ong-tinme honmeschool i ng parent.
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| nt roducti on

Thirteen-year-old Rebecca Seal fon of Brooklyn, New
York, brought new attention to the growi ng phenonenon of
homeschool i ng when she becane the first honeschool ed child
to wn the National Spelling Bee. She was one of 17 hone-
school ed students anong 245 conpetitors in the 70th annual
bee, held in May 1997.1

The rise of honeschooling, of course, reflects broaden-
ing dissatisfaction with formal education in the United
States. Fromits nodest begi nnings in one-room school hous-
es, Anerican education has grown into a gargantuan govern-
ment enterprise. Today, about 50 mllion students attend
nmore than 85,000 public schools and nore than 26,000 private
school s.? Education is the largest line itemin npst state
budgets. The average per pupil expenditure in Arerica's
public schools is $6,993.°3

Ironically, given the amount of noney expended on
t eachi ng young people, public dissatisfaction with Anerica's
schools is high. 1In a Gallup Poll, "The Public's Attitudes
toward the Public Schools,"” 45 percent of the respondents
gave Anerica's schools |ow grades--C, D, or F.*4

Di ssatisfaction is high for two reasons. First, Anmeri-
can public schools are turning out a poor product--illiter-
ate and unprepared graduates. For exanple, Anmerican 13-
year -ol ds have been docunented as having math skills that
rank bel ow those of 13-year-olds in 14 other devel oped
countries.® One survey noted that only one in three high
school juniors could place the Cvil War in the right half
century.® Not coincidentally, American conpani es are spend-
ing billions of dollars a year on renedi al education for
t heir enpl oyees.’

Equal Iy troubling, public schools have becone crine
scenes where drugs are sold, teachers are robbed, and hone-
made bonbs are found in | ockers. A Metropolitan Life study
rel eased in 1993 reported that over 10 percent of teachers
and 25 percent of students had been victins of violence at
or near their public schools.?®

To conpound the problem teachers' unions, school offi-
cials, and many politicians adamantly oppose the use of
public nonies for innovative solutions, such as vouchers and
charter schools. Those alternatives, although not a panacea



for all the present problens, are at |east prom sing vehi -
cles that could help poor and m ddl e-i ncone parents to find
better schools for their children and break up the nonopoly
of a "one-size-fits-all" philosophy of education.

In light of the educational quagmre the United States
finds itself in toward the end of the 20th century, many
parents, inpatient for reform are taking matters into their
own hands. One alternative that is gaining grow ng public
acceptance is the educational option known as honmeschool i ng.

What Homeschooling Is

Honmeschooling is defined sinply as the "education of
school -aged children at hone rather than at a school."?®
Homeschool s, according to those who have observed or created
them are as diverse as the individuals who choose that
educati onal nethod.

They [honeschool s] range fromthe highly struc-
tured to the structured to the unstructured, from
t hose whi ch use the approaches of conventi onal
schools to those which are repul sed by conventi on-
al practice, and fromthe honeschool that follows
homenmade materials and plans to the one that con-
sunmes hundreds of dollars worth of comerci al
curriculummaterials per year.?

Honeschoolers like to say that the world is their
classroom O, as John Lyon, witing for the Rockford
Institute, has observed,

School i ng, rather obviously, is what goes on in
school s; education takes place wherever and when-
ever the nature with which we are born is nurtured
so as to draw out of those capacities which con-
duce to true humanity. The honme, the church, the
nei ghbor hood, the peer group, the nedia, the shop-
ping mall . . . are all educational institu-
tions. !

Modern | earni ng theories aside, honmeschool ers believe
that the student who receives his instruction sinmultaneously
fromthe hone and the community at large will be a nore
culturally sophisticated child than the one the bul k of

whose | earni ng experiences is confined to a school. The
historical record offers noteworthy exanples of the "world
is my teacher" nodel. Wodrow WIson, Thomas Edi son, Andrew

Wet h, Pearl Buck, and the Founding Fathers were all taught
at honme. Those fanmpbus Anericans' parents were pioneers.
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The Oigins of Honmeschooling: Raynond Moore

The seeds of what has grown into the nodern-day Aneri -
can honmeschool i ng novenent were planted by two unrel ated
i ndi vi dual s about 30 years ago. In 1969 Raynond Moore, a
former U. S. Departnment of Education enployee, laid the
groundwork that would |l egitimtize honmeschooling as one of
the great, populist educational novenents of the 20th centu-

ry.

Moore, who holds an Ed.D. fromthe University of South-
ern California, along wwth his wfe, Dorothy, a reading
specialist and former Los Angeles County el ementary school
teacher, initiated an inquiry into previously negl ected
areas of educational research. Two of the questions the
Moores and a team of |ike-m nded col | eagues set out to
answer were, |Is institutionalizing young children a sound,
educational trend, and what is the best timng for school
entrance?!?

They sought advice fromover 100 fam |y devel opnent
specialists and researchers, including Uie Bronfenbrenner
of Cornell University, John Bow by of the World Health
Organi zation, and Burton Wite of Harvard University. Those
pr of essi onal s recommended "a cauti ous approach to subjecting
[the child' s] devel opi ng nervous systemand nmnd to form
constraints."*® Psychol ogi st Bronfenbrenner maintained that
subjecting children to the daily routine of elenentary
school can result in excessive dependence on peers. !

In the process of analyzing thousands of studies, 20 of
whi ch conpared early school entrants with late starters, the
Moor es began to concl ude that devel opnment probl ens, such as
hyperactivity, nearsightedness, and dyslexia, were often the
result of prematurely taxing a child' s nervous system and
mnd with continuous academ c tasks, |like reading and wit-

i ng.

The bul k of the research, which overwhel m ngly support -
ed di stancing young children fromdaily contact wth insti-
tutionalized settings, convinced the Mores that fornal
school i ng shoul d be del ayed until at |east age 8 or 10, or
even as late as 12. Raynond Moore expl ai ned the upshot of
his research, stating, "These findings sparked our concern
and convinced us to focus our investigation on two prinmary
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areas: formal |earning and socializing. Eventually, this
work | ed to an unexpected interest in honeschools."?®

The Mbores went on to wite Hone G own Kids and Hone-
Spun_School s, which were published in the 1980s. The books,
which are witten froma Christian perspective but offer a
uni versal nmessage for all interested parties, have sold
hundreds of thousands of copies and offer practical advice
to parents on how to succeed as honme educators. The Mbores
advocate a firmbut gentle approach to hone education that
bal ances study, chores, and work outside the hone in an
at nosphere geared toward a child's particul ar devel opnment al
needs.

The | nfluence of John Holt

During the 1960s and early 1970s, another voice energed
in the public school debate, a voice for decentralizing
school s and returning greater autonony to teachers and
parents. John Holt, an Ivy League graduate and a teacher in
alternative schools, was decrying the [ack of humanity
toward school children, even in the nost conpassionate school
settings. Holt was also a critic of the conpul sory nature
of schooling. He wote,

To return once nore to conmpul sory school in its
barest form you wll surely agree that if the
governnment told you that on one hundred and eighty
days of the year, for six or nore hours a day, you
had to be at a particular place, and there do

what ever people told you to do, you would feel

that this was a gross violation of your civil
liberties.?®

Holt, who had | ong advocated the reform of school s,
becane increasingly frustrated that so few parents were
willing to work toward change within the system Conse-
quently, after his own years as a classroomteacher, he
observed that well-neaning but overworked teachers, who
programchildren to recite right answers and di scourage
self-directed learning, often retard children's natura
curiosity. He chronicled his litany of conplaints in How
Children Fail.?'

Holt canme to view schools as places that produce obedi -
ent, but bland, citizens. He sawthe child' s daily grind of
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attendi ng school as preparation for the future adult grind
of paying confiscatory taxes and subservience to authority
figures. Holt even conpared the dreariness of the school
day to the experience of having a "full-tinme painful job."18
Utimately, Holt concluded that the nost humane way to
educate a child was to honeschool him

To dissemnate his views, in 1977 Holt founded G ow ng
wi t hout Schooling, a binmonthly magazi ne about and for indi-

vi dual s who had renoved their children from school. The
magazi ne becanme a tool that allowed hone educators, particu-
larly those who m ght be described as the "libertarian

left,” an opportunity to network and exchange "war stories."”

In summary, Holt espoused a phil osophy that could be
considered a | aissez faire approach to hone-based education
or, as he called it, "learning by living." 1t is a philoso-
phy that Holt's foll owers have conme to describe as "un-
schooling."

What is nost inportant and val uabl e about the hone
as a base for children's growth into the world is
not that it is a better school than the schools
but that it isn't school at all. It is not an
artificial place, set up to nmake "Il earning" happen
and in which nothing except "learning" ever hap-
pens. It is a natural, organic, central, funda-
mental human institution, one mght easily and
rightly say the foundation of all other human
institutions.?®®

The constituenci es Raynond Moore and Holt individually
attracted reflected the backgrounds and lifestyles of the
two researchers. Moore, a forner Christian m ssionary,
earned a sizable (but hardly an exclusive) follow ng anong
parents who chose honeschooling primarily to inpart tradi-
tional religious nores to their children--the Christian
right. Holt, a humanist, becane a cult figure of sorts to
the wi ng of the homeschooling novenent that drew together
New Age devot ees, ex-hippies, and honesteaders--the counter-
cultural left.

The two nen earned national reputations as educati onal
pi oneers, working independently of one another, eloquently
addressing the angst that a diverse body of Anmericans felt
about the nodern-day educational system-a systemthat
seened to exist to further the careers of educational elites
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i nstead of one that served the devel opnmental needs of Iim
pressionable children. 1In the 1970s the countercultural

| eft, who responded nore strongly to Holt's cri de coeur,
conprised the bul k of homeschooling famlies. By the md-
1980s, however, the religious right would be the nost dom -
nant group to choose honeschooling and woul d change the
nature of honeschooling froma crusade agai nst "the estab-
lishment” to a crusade agai nst the secular forces of nodern-
day society.

Buttressed by their national nedia appearances, |egis-
| ative and courtroomtestinony, and speeches to synpathetic
communities, Holt and Moore worked tirelessly to deliver to
an often-skeptical public the nessage that homeschooling is
a good, if not a superior, way to educate Anerican chil dren;
that it is, in a sense, a honeconmng, a return to a prein-
dustrial era, when American famlies worked and | earned
t oget her instead of apart.

Honeschool i ng Becones Mai nstream

Today, the growi ng popul arity of honeschooling is
evi dence that the work of Myore, Holt, and other siml ar-
m nded refornmers snowbal l ed into a grassroots revol ution.
Brian Ray of the National Home Education Research Institute
posits that honeschooling is growng at the rate of 15
percent to 40 percent per year.? Conservative estinates
were that the nunber of honeschool ed children in 1985 was
50,000.2 Patricia Lines, a researcher with the U S. De-
partment of Education (whose data, used for estimating the
homeschool i ng popul ation fromthe fall of 1990, were updated
for the fall of 1995) estimates that the nunber of homne-
school ed children is between 500,000 and 750, 000. 22

In a working paper on hone education, Lines explains
how she gat hered those dat a:

The 1990 data came fromthree i ndependent
sources--state education agencies that collect
data; distribution of conplete, year-long graded
curricul ar packages for honeschoolers fromlarge
suppliers; and hone school associations' nenber-
ships. As each represented the tip of an iceberg,
each was adj usted based on data from ot her sourc-
es, including surveys of honmeschool ers indicating
the extent to which famlies filed papers with the
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state, used particular curricular packages, or
j oi ned associ ations. 2

The Home School Market, published in April 1995, esti-
mat ed that the nunber of honeschool ed children had doubl ed
since 1990 to 800,000 and woul d doubl e again in the next
five years.? The Hone School Legal Defense Association
mai ntai ns that the nunber is already much higher--1.23
mllion. The estimate is based on HSLDA s anal ysis of the
nunbers provided by major curriculumdistributors (such as
Cal vert, A Beka, and Konos), which supply conplete, year-
| ong packages to honeschoolers. HSLDA' s estimate is |arger
than the federal governnent's because they have cal cul ated
hi gh nunbers of honeschool ers for popul ous states, |ike
Texas, that do not nonitor or regul ate honeschool ers and
figured in "underground" honeschool ers who have no cont act
with schooling authorities or honeschool groups.?

A nore exact count of honeschoolers is expected when
the results of federal governnment househol d surveys are
publ i shed. The Census Bureau, working with the National
Center on Education Statistics, has begun to include ques-
tions on honmeschool i ng.

Honeschool ing fam lies support a grow ng industry. For
i nstance, Mary Pride, publisher of Practical Honmeschooling
magazi ne, distributes 100,000 copies of the publication.
Pride's much-| auded The Big Book of Honme Learning has sold
close to a quarter mllion copies.? The HSLDA, which has
45 enpl oyees, has 53,000 fanmilies as dues-payi ng nenbers. ?’
Honeschool i ng Today, one of the newer honmeschooling jour-
nals, has a circul ation of about 20,000.2% Pat Farenga of
Holt Associ ates, the honmeschooling cl earinghouse naned after
John Holt, receives 40,000 inquiries a year.? Amazon.com
the online bookseller, lists 217 books about honeschool i ng.

Frequently Asked Questi ons

It wll probably not come as a surprise to |earn that
homeschooling elicits much criticismand m sunderstandi ng.
Sonetinmes the critics are famly nmenbers or nei ghbors.
Large | obbyi ng groups, such as the National School Boards
Associ ation and the National Education Associ ation, have
al so nade statenents that suggest that honeschool ers are
poorly supervised. In the sumrer of 1997, at the annual
Nat i onal Educati on Associ ati on convention, an anti-homne-
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schooling resolution was adopted by the representative
assenbly. Resolution B-63 stated that honeschooling pro-
granms "cannot provide the student with a conprehensive
educati on experience." Further, the resolution noted that,
i f homeschooling is chosen, "instruction should be by per-
sons who are licensed by the appropriate state education

i censure agency. "?°

The choice of a household to create a honmeschool, even
in a nation that |auds innovation, raises many unconfort -
abl e, but inportant, questions about famly life, community
nores, children's well-being, and governnent regul ati on of
private choices. Wat follows are the 10 nost frequently
asked questions about hone educati on and hone educators,
guestions that reveal nmuch about the American public's
assunptions about conventional nethods of educati on.

Wiy Do Fanmilies Choose to Honeschool ?

An anal ysis of 300 newspaper and nagazi ne articles
about honeschool ers revealed that the top four reasons to
homeschool were dissatisfaction with the public schools, the
desire to freely inpart religious val ues, academ c excel -
| ence, and the building of stronger famly bonds.3 Those
reasons coincide wth the findings of polls of hone-
school ers. For exanple, the Florida Departnent of Education
surveyed 2,245 honmeschoolers in 1996. By the end of August
1996, 31 percent of that nunber had returned the survey. O
that group, 42 percent said that dissatisfaction with the
public school environnment (safety, drugs, adverse peer
pressure) was their reason for establishing a hone education
program 32

What Types of Fanmilies Choose Honeschooling?

Anericans of different races, socioeconom c back-
grounds, and religions honeschool. Holt Associates de-
scribes its clientele as individuals who "live in the coun-
try, city, suburbs, small towns. Some are single parents,
conbi ni ng wor ki ng outside the hone wi th honmeschooling. "33
G ven many Anericans' penchant for associations, there are
nati onal honmeschool i ng support groups for Mrnons, Catho-
lics, Jews, Muislinms, the handi capped, and honmeschool ers of
col or.
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A recent study of 5,402 honmeschool ed children from
1,657 famlies, conducted by Brian Ray and the HSLDA, noted
that the top three occupational groups of honeschooling
fathers were accountant or engineer (17.3 percent); profes-
sor, doctor, or |awer (16.9 percent); and small-business
owner (10.7 percent). According to the sanme survey, 87.7
percent of nothers who have chosen to stay at home and teach
their children Iist "homemaker" as their occupation. 3

Educati onal researchers Jane Van Gal en and Mary Ann
Pittman have categorized the two prinmary types of famlies
who choose honeschooling as ideol ogues and pedagogues.
| deol ogues are typically the religious conservatives whom
homeschool ing attracts. Van Galen notes that ideol ogues
want "their children to | earn fundanentalist religious
doctrine and a conservative political and social perspec-
tive" and establish honmeschools to communicate to their
offspring "that the famly is the nost inportant institution
in society."3s

Van Gal en defines the pedagogues as those who teach
their children thenselves prinmarily because they dislike the
prof essional i zati on and bureaucratization of nodern educa-
tion. They are parents who "conme to their decision to hone
school with a broader interest in |earning--they have pro-
fessional training in education, they have close friends or
relatives who are educators, they have read about education
or child devel opnent, or they are involved with organiza-
tions that speak to the issue of childrearing."3¢

Both types of famlies share a common characteristic:
t hey have enornmous confidence in their ability to do a
conpetent job of educating their children with m ni nmal
i nstitutional support.

Are There Different Methods of Honeschooli ng?

Fam lies nmay choose to purchase a prepl anned, prepack-
aged curriculumfrom publishers that specifically target
homeschool ers, such as A Beka Honme School, Konos Curricul um
and Saxon Publishers. OQher famlies may choose to enrol
their children in correspondence prograns, |ike the Calvert
School of Maryland, the Christian Liberty Acadeny Satellite
Schools of Illinois, or the Conlara School of M chigan.
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As fam lies gain confidence in their honmeschooling
abilities, they may opt for a | ess structured approach and
rely on honmemade materials or borrow heavily froml oca
libraries. Tutors may be sought to teach particular skills,
such as a foreign | anguage or a nusical instrunment, and
ol der children are sonetines recruited to teach younger
siblings a particular academ c discipline or task. Hone-
school ed children al so participate in field trips and | earn-
ing co-ops with other honmeschool ed students or even take
courses at a day school or community college. In Ray's
study of 1,657 famlies, 71.1 percent of the respondents
said they customdesign their curriculumto suit their
child s needs, and 83.7 percent said that their children use
a conputer in their home. The average cost is $546 per
homeschool ed student per year.?

No nmatter the nmethod enpl oyed, studies indicate that
one-on-one invol venent with honmeschool ed chil dren, especial -
ly during their primary years, is high. Theodore Wagenaar
of Mam University notes that honmeschool ed children "are
considerably nore likely to experience soneone in the famly
doing the following activities wwth themthree or nore tines
a week: tell a story, teach letters, teach songs, do arts
and crafts, play with toys and ganes i ndoors, play ganes and
sports outdoors, take child on errands, and involve child in
househol d chores. "38

VWhat about Soci alization?
How Do Honeschool ed Children Meet Ot hers?

Those are the questions honeschool ers report they are
usual |y asked first when they are asked to explain their
lifestyle. Typically, honeschool ed children engage in a
variety of activities outside the honme--sports teans, scout-
i ng progranms, church, community service, or part-tine em
ployment. Richard G Medlin of Stetson University notes
t hat homeschool ers rely heavily on support groups as a
resource for planning field trips and maintai ni ng personal
contact with like-mnded famlies.?

In 1992 Larry Shyers of the University of Florida wote
a doctoral dissertation in which he challenged the notion
t hat youngsters at honme "lag" in social developnent. 1In his
study, 8- to 10-year-old children were videotaped at play.
Their behavi or was observed by trai ned counselors who did
not know which children went to regul ar schools and which
wer e honmeschool ed.
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The study found no big difference between the two
groups of children in self-concept or assertiveness, which
was neasured by social devel opnent tests. But the video-
t apes showed that youngsters who were taught at hone by
their parents had consistently fewer behavior problens. 4

| s Honeschooling Legal ?

The U. S. Constitution and the Bill of R ghts do not
mention education. In spite of the creation of a federal
Depart ment of Education, education is an issue of states
rights. According to the National Homeschool Associ ation,
"Honmeschooling is legally permtted in all fifty states, but
| aws and regul ations are nmuch nore favorable in sone states
than in others."% For exanple, states such as |daho,

Ckl ahoma, and Texas are considered user friendly to home-
schoolers in that there is no requirenent for parents to
initiate contact with the state to begin to honeschool. On
t he ot her hand, states such as Massachusetts, M nnesota, and
New York are heavily regulated (curricul um approval by the
state, home visits, subm ssion of achievenent test scores,
and so on).*

In the late 1970s and t hroughout the 1980s, as the
homeschool i ng novenent gai ned nore converts, the conpul sory
attendance | aws of various states were challenged in court.
One | andmark case, for exanple, occurred in Massachusetts.
In Perchemides v. Frizzle (1978), a Massachusetts court
upheld the right of the nonreligious Perchemides famly to
homeschool their young son. The court concluded that "the
Massachusetts conpul sory attendance statue m ght well be
constitutionally infirmif it did not exenpt students whose
parents prefer alternative forns of education."#

In response to honeschool ers' court victories at the
state level, 33 states had enacted honeschooling | egislation
by 1995. The nore favorable legal and political climte did
not mean that controversies with school officials ceased.*
Chri stopher Klicka, an attorney for the HSLDA, notes that,
during the 1990-91 school year, nearly 2,000 honmeschool ers
wi th probl ens sought assistance from his organi zation.

Those problens "invol ved vari ous degrees of harassnent,
rangi ng fromactual or threatened prosecution to the at-
tenpted inposition of restrictions in excess of the |aw "%
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How Does a Fanily Begi n Homeschool i ng?

Susan Nel son, a honmeschool ing consultant and curricul um
devel oper, suggests that new honeschooling parents will find
their task sinpler if they decide whether their primry goa
in becom ng hone educators is "to provide their child with
useful and interesting educational experiences; or to pre-
pare himfor [formal] schooling."* Oher advocates of
homeschooling are nore practical and suggest readi ng hone-
schooling literature, becomng famliar with the homeschool -
ing laws of one's state, attending a howto sem nar, | oining
a regional support group, or spending time with a seasoned
homeschooling famly before taking the | eap. Popular home-
school i ng advi ce books include How to Tutor by Sanuel L.

Bl unenf el d, Honeschooling: Your Questions Answered! by
Deborah Mcintire and Robert Wndham and The Original Hone
Schooling Series by Charlotte Mason.?#

After a period of trial and error, nost famlies fal
into a satisfactory routine wth their homeschools. Nancy
Wal | ace, a honeschool i ng not her, said about her begi nning
days of teaching her children: "Every norning we practice
our French, play the piano, and do sone witing. Every
evening we read aloud to Vita and Ishnmael for about 1%
hours. And in between? Ishmael takes two drama cl asses, a
French class and a piano | esson for 1-hour periods once a
week, we go to the library, explore the wods, observe
nature and read. "“®

Do Honeschool ed Students Get Admtted to Coll ege?

A grow ng nunber of colleges and universities around
the United States, including Harvard and Yale, are admtting
homeschool ed students to their freshman cl asses. One unusu-
al famly, the Col faxes of Boonville, California, have had
three of their four homeschool ed sons accepted by Harvard.
The Chronicle of Hi gher Education recently reported a boom
i n homeschool ed students' w nning adm ssion to sel ective
colleges.* 1In the absence of a transcript or high schoo
di pl oma, applicants can submt sanples or a portfolio of
their work, letters of recomendation, and CLEP and Stanford
Achi evenment Test scores. The HSLDA' s study of 1,657 hone-
schooling famlies notes that honeschool ed students want to
attend col |l ege: 69 percent of respondents pursued a nore
formal postsecondary education. %
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How Does the Education a Honeschool ed Child Receives
Conpare with That of Conventionally School ed Chil dren?

Lines notes that "virtually all the avail able data show
that the group of honmeschool ed children who are tested is
above average. The pattern for children for whomdata are
avai | abl e resenbles that of children in private schools."5!
Ray notes that, regardless of inconme, race, gender, or
parents' |evel of education, honmeschool ed chil dren consi s-
tently score between the 82nd and 92nd percentiles on
achi evenent tests.% The data fromthe Washi ngt on Hone-
school Research Project, which has anal yzed the SAT scores
of honeschool ed children in Washington State since 1985,
denonstrated that the scores of those children were above
average. Jon Wartes, witing on behalf of the project,
notes that "fears that honeschool ed children in Washi ngton
are at an academ c¢ di sadvantage are not confirned."> One
significant piece of evidence of the educational progress
homeschool ed chil dren are making: the National Merit Schol -
arshi p Corporation chose nore than 70 homeschool ed hi gh
school seniors as semfinalists in its 1998 conpetition. >

What Type of Young Adults Does Honeschool i ng Produce?

The honmeschool i ng novenent has produced its share of
tal ented young adults. Barnaby Marsh, who was honeschool ed
in the Alaskan wi | derness, went on to graduate from Cor nel
Uni versity and was one of 32 Rhodes Schol ars selected in
1996. Fifteen-year-old country singer LeAnn Ri nes ski pped
two grades as a result of honeschooling. Arny specialist
M chael New, a decorated nedic who was court-nartialed for
refusing to don a United Nations uniform was honmeschool ed.
Jason Taylor, a Mam Dol phins football player, was a hone-
school graduate.

The novenent is even old enough to have begun to estab-
lish a second generation of honmeschool ers--honmeschool ed
chil dren who choose to honeschool their own children.
Assessing the outconme of that choice remains a future task
for researchers, but sone information about first-generation
homeschool ed adults is available. J. Gary Know es of the
University of M chigan studied 53 adults to see the |ong-
termeffects of being educated at home. He summarized his
findings as foll ows:
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| have found no evidence that these adults were
even noderately disadvantaged. . . . Two thirds of
themwere married, the normfor adults their age,
and none were unenpl oyed or any on any form of

wel fare assistance. More than three quarters felt
t hat bei ng taught at home had actually hel ped them
to interact wwth people fromdifferent |evels of
soci ety. %°

Concl usi on

The noder n-day honeschooling story is fundanentally one
of a grassroots novenent of parent educators, fromMam to
Des Moi nes to Fairbanks, who have taught their children how
to read and wite at kitchen tables and in hone offices.
Joyce Swann of Anthony, New Mexico, is one such dedicated
nmother. Armed with only a high school diplom, Swann deci d-
ed to honeschool her five-year-old daughter, Al exandra, by
using the Calvert School's elenentary school correspondence
program Ten years after that |leap into the unknown,

Al exandra was on the fast track to academ c success. By age
16, she had earned a naster's degree fromCalifornia State
University, and at 18 she was teaching U.S. history at E
Paso Community Col |l ege. Today, seven of Al exandra's nine
homeschool ed siblings al so hold naster's degrees. ¢

Stuart and Cynthia Seal fon of Brooklyn, New York,
establ i shed a honeschool to allow their three children the
freedomto devote as nuch tine as they wanted to the sub-
jects that interested them Rebecca, the Seal fons' 13-year-
ol d daughter, was especially interested in spelling and
spent up to three hours a day studying word lists. Her
dedi cation paid off when she becane the first honmeschool ed
child to win the Scripps Howard National Spelling Bee.

Parents |ike Swann and the Seal fons have succeeded in
maki ng a countercultural idea acceptable. They have
achieved their goals w thout nuch appl ause and wi thout a
di me of governnent funding.

This is not to inply that honeschool ers are powerl ess.
Two years ago, honeschool ers cane of age, politically, when
t hey overwhel med Capitol H Il switchboards in their effort
to get Congress to drop a drive to force parents to get
teaching certificates before they could honmeschool. The
House voted wth home educators, 424 to 1, on that issue.
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Honeschool ers have al so received a great deal of posi-
tive nedia coverage over the past 10 years. Favorable
stori es about honeschool ers have been featured in the New
York Tines, the Wll Street Journal, and USA Today; the
Washi ngton Tines features honeschool columists inits
Fam |y Times section.® "Home-School ed Christian Teenagers
Tout Advantage of Their Lifestyle" was a Washi ngt on Post
article about 900 honeschool ed teenagers who attended a
homeschool i ng youth conference in a Fairfax County, Virgin-
ia, church.%® 1n 1994 the Wall Street Journal ran a series
of articles about the backlash against public schools. The
first article focused on honmeschoolers and featured a day in
the life of the Cardiffs of San Jose, California, a hone-
schooling famly.® "The Dawn of Online Honme Schooling" was
a Newsweek article about the marriage of homeschooling and
t echnol ogy. % The American honeschooling story has even
grabbed the interest of the international nedia. "US nother
says it's not such a great sacrifice" was a sidebar in an
Irish Tines story about Ireland's honeschool ers. ¢

In short, homeschooling is here to stay and is giving
new neaning to the old maxim"there's no place |ike hone."
It is likely that the nunber of homeschoolers will growif
the current public school system continues to be viewed by
parents as an irrelevant institution that can hinder a
child s ability to learn. The lesson for reforners bent on
pronoting statist educational nodels, such as Goals 2000 or
School -to-Wbrk, is this: honeschooling has produced literate
students with m nimal governnent interference at a fraction
of the cost of any governnent program

Honeschooling famlies believe they are using their
liberties well and w sely. The American can-do spirit is
evident in the honeschools and househol ds parents manage
si mul t aneously. Those fam lies, however, could use sone
further deregulation, be it through homeschool tax credits
or a | oosening of conpul sory attendance school |aws, to make
their task easier. |Indeed, policymakers of all political
stripes who are anxious for sonme good news fromthe educa-
tional front lines should ponder the words of Martin Luther
King Ill. At a honeschooling convention, King observed,
"The kind of things honeschool ers are doing may be the
savi ng grace of our nation."®

Not es
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